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FIRST UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST 
Serving God through Christ; Serving Others with Love 

110 Route 61 South, Schuylkill Haven, PA  17972 

PHONE – (570) 385-2049  FAX # – (570) 385-3019 
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS – 9 AM - 1 PM (Monday-Friday) 

EMAIL – firstuccschuylkillhaven@verizon.net 
WEBSITE – www.firstucc-haven.org 

 
Rev. Ms. Shawn D. VanDyke, Pastor 

25 S. Margaretta St., Schuylkill Haven, PA  17972 
(570) 385-5425     firstuccpastor@verizon.net     Cell (570) 617-7185 

 
OTHER STAFF 

Music Director – Jacqueline Engel  
Church Secretary & Treasurer – Jen Semanco 

Church Sexton – Sue McGovern 

 
 

WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S CHURCH – Sundays, 9:30 AM 
 

 

2026 CONSISTORY MEMBERS 
Bobbie Donati; Mike Donati; Bob Lee; Carole Lee; Terri Luckenbill, Vice 
President; Todd Roberts; Penny Shade, President; & Peggy Zechman. 

 

PHONE & EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS 
Phone & email are the quickest and easiest ways of getting information to 
church members.  Please notify us of your current phone number and email.   

 

CHURCH OFFICE DROP BOX 
Reminder: a black drop box was installed to the left of the office door.  This is 
a locked/secure box and a safe location and contactless way for you to deliver 
items outside of (or during) office hours.  The box is checked daily. 

 

SPONSORS NEEDED 
This is a great way to note an important event or honor a loved one.  Sponsor 

the bulletin ($12), newsletter ($12), or flowers ($35).  Call Jen to reserve your 
date (570-385-2049).  Order forms are in the Narthex. 

 
2 

SALUTATIONS FROM SHAWN 
 

What Do You Want? 
In the classic Christmas movie A Christmas Story, Ralphie is obsessed with one 

gift in particular. He wants an “official Red Ryder, carbine action, two-hundred 
shot range model air rifle.” His mother’s immediate and constant response: “No, 

you will shoot your eye out.” Seeking adventure and independence, Raphie tries 

to convince his parents it’s the perfect Christmas gift to no avail. 
 

What’s your perfect gift? What would make you happy this Christmas? An air 
rifle? A warm sweater? A trip to warmer climates? Or just five minutes’ peace? 
 

When we are children, we are certain the right toy will bring us lasting 

happiness. With eager anticipation, we rip off the gift wrap and play with 
perfection for a moment, then put it down to continue ripping into the next 

promise of happiness.  
 

As young adults, we look for fulfillment in relationships, finding the person who 

will be our life partner, sharing the joys and frustrations of setting goals, paying 
bills, raising children, and maturing together, until we’re old and gray. 
 

We learn that love is the key to finding joy in life, a gift much deeper than the 

fleeting happiness that arrives with a gift we can hold in the hand or enjoy for 
a brief moment. The Letter of James tells us “Every good gift, every perfect gift, 
comes from above. These gifts come from God, the Creator of the heavenly 
lights, in whose character there is no change at all.” (James 1:17) 
 

Often what we want isn’t what we need. Mercifully, God knows what we need. 
 

The gift we seek, the gift that lasts forever, is from God, a Child who was loved 
and held by his parents, who lived, laughed, loved, died, and was resurrected 

to reveal eternity. “God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him will not perish but will have eternal life. God did 
not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but that the world might be 
saved through him.” (John 3:16-17)  
The Son of God is what and who we need this Christmas and every day. 
 

Merry Christmas! 

Pastor Shawn 
 

Advent Welcome. During the weeks leading to Christmas, new people may 

join worship. If you meet someone in the parking lot, lead the way to the 

sanctuary doors. If you notice confusion during worship, quietly explain what’s 
happening. Welcome them warmly but gently, as they come to seek a 

relationship with God and you as well 
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WORSHIP IN ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
 

2025 ADVENT THEME – ALL I WANT FOR CHRISTMAS 
November 30   Hope   

First Sunday of Advent; Hanging of the Greens  
Isaiah 2:1-5                Walk in the Light of God 

Romans 13:11-14        Now is the Moment 

Matthew 24:36-44       Necessity for Watchfulness 
 

December 7   Peace 
Second Sunday of Advent; Communion 

Isaiah 11:1-10             A New Branch from Jesse 
Romans 14:16-19        Walk in Love 

Matthew 3:1-12           The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 

December 14   Joy 

Third Sunday of Advent; Youth Sunday 
Isaiah 35:1-10             Streams in the Desert 

Luke 1:47-55              Mary’s Magnificat 
Romans 15:1-6            Live to Please 

Matthew 11:2-11         Messengers from John the Baptist 
 

December 21   Love  
Fourth Sunday of Advent; All Church Christmas Cantata 

Isaiah 7:10-16             Immanuel—God with Us 

Romans 15:7-13          Welcome One Another           
Matthew 1:18-25         The Birth of Jesus Joseph 
 

December 24, 4 PM & 7 PM Son of God 

Christmas Eve Worship: Candlelight, Carols and Communion 
Isaiah 52:7-10             God Will Rescue the People              

Titus 2:11-14              The Grace of God has Appeared 

John 1:1-14                In the Beginning         
Luke 2:1-20                Jesus is Born 
 

December 28   All People and Angels Praise! 

First Sunday after Christmas Day; Carol Sing & Scriptures 
Psalm 148                   Praise the Lord 

Psalm 8                      How Majestic is Your Name 

Isaiah 63:7-9              Recount the Deeds of God 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13      A Time for Everything 

Colossians 3:12-17       God’s Chosen 
Hebrews 2:10-18         Christ Came as Human 

Matthew 2:13-23         Escape to Egypt 
Matthew 25:31-46       The Final Judgment 

Revelation 21:1-6a       The New Earth 
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WORSHIP IN EPIPHANY 
 

2026 EPIPHANY THEME – HOME BY ANOTHER WAY 
January 4   On Camels 

Epiphany Sunday; Communion; New Year Party; Everybody Birthday  
Ephesians 1:3-14         Spiritual Blessings in Christ 

John 1: 10-18              The Word of Life 
Matthew 2:1-12           Visitors from the East 
 

January 11   By the Water  

1st Sunday after Epiphany; Baptism of Christ; Renewal of Baptismal Vows; 

Installation of Consistory  
Isaiah 42:1-9              God’s Servant, A Light to the Nations 

Acts 10:34-43              Good News for All 
Matthew 3:13-17         The Baptism of Jesus 

 

January 18   By the Spirit  

2nd Sunday after Epiphany; Week of Prayer for Christian Unity   
Isaiah 49:1-7              The Servant’s Mission 

1 Corinthians 1:1-9      Called by God 

John 1:29-42              The Lamb of God 
 

January 25   Without a Boat     

3rd Sunday after Epiphany; Ecumenical Sunday 

Isaiah 9:1-4                The Righteous Reign 
1 Corinthians 1:10-18   Divisions in the Church 

Matthew 4:12-23         Jesus Begins His Ministry 
 

February 1   While Sitting 
4th Sunday after Epiphany; Communion; 2025 Financial Reports in Narthex 

Micah 6:1-8                What God Requires 

1 Corinthians 1:18-31   Christ the Power and Wisdom of God 
Matthew 5:1-12           The Blessings 
 

February 8   On a Hill  

5th Sunday after Epiphany; Souper Bowl of Caring 
Isaiah 58:1-9a             False and True Worship         

1 Corinthians 2:1-12 (13-16)   Proclaiming Christ Crucified 
Matthew 5:13-20         Salt and Light; Teaching about the lase 
 

February 15   On the Mountain  

Transfiguration Sunday; Youth Sunday; Financial Congregational Meeting 

Exodus 24:12-18         On the Mountain with God 
2 Peter 1:16-21           Witnesses of Christ’s Glory 

Matthew 17:1-9           The Transfiguration 
 

February 18   Ash Wednesday  
Noon Drive-up Ashes & Communion; 7 PM Worship in the Sanctuary 
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OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 

Communion & Food Pantry Donations    Dec. 7, Jan. 4 & Feb. 1 
As we come to be fed at the Lord’s Table, we remember those in our community 

who have difficulty feeding themselves.  Our donations of non-perishable foods 
to the SH Food Pantry are much needed and appreciated.   
 

Bethany Children’s Home           December 14 
Our gifts support Bethany’s ministry to neglected and at-risk teens who can no 

longer live at home.  At Bethany they receive love and education that teaches 
them to be self-sufficient.  Your offerings provide a home for children in need.   
 

The Compassion Fund           Dec. 21, Jan. 18 & Feb. 15 
This Special Offering is placed in an emergency fund for church members’ use.   
 

Christmas Fund               December 21 
For over one hundred years, The Christmas Fund has provided direct financial 
assistance to retired and active UCC pastors, church workers and their families, 

to secure their physical, financial, and spiritual health in times of need. Secure 
online gifts may be made at www.christmasfund.org. 
 

Blanket Sunday                January 25 
Through Church World Service, a gift of just $10 will provide a blanket for 

someone in need.  For some people, this blanket may be their only shelter. 
 

OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission)           February 22     
The OCWM offering is used within the PSEC for local ministries. 
 

Advent Offering Envelopes                 
Advent offering envelopes will be sent out as part of a special mailer.  The 

envelope offerings collected for the Advent Offering will be used to support 
the on-going ministry of First UCC. 
 

Special Offering Envelopes         
The envelope offerings collected for Christmas Eve (December 24), 
Christmas Day (December 25), Epiphany (January 11), and Ash 

Wednesday (February 18) will be used to support the on-going ministry and 

general budget of First UCC.   
 

2026 Initial Offering                  
The money collected for $5 Initial Offering is used to offset the cost of 

printing the offering envelopes.   
 

If you are unable to join us for worship, please mail your offering envelopes to 

First UCC, 110 Route 61 South, Schuylkill Haven PA 17972; or if you do online 
banking arrange to send a check to the church. 
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EVIDENCE OF STEWARDSHIP 
 

The following totals are up to and including the end of October 2025 

plus a comparison to October 2024 & 2023. 
 

    Oct 2025 Oct 2024 Oct 2023 
TOTAL EXPENSES –   $263,210.42  $213,275.20 $210,531.15 

REVENUE –     $ 57,748.01  $ 66,020.30 $ 61,482.37 

Resources from Kline Fund –  $196,000.00  $165,405.00 $144,846.80 
TOTAL REVENUE –    $253,748.01  $231,425.30 $206,329.17 

Gain/Loss –    $ -9,462.41  $ 18,150.10 $  -4,201.98 

** Please note that the documenting of some monetary transfers are 

being done differently than past years. ** 

 

ADULT SMALL GROUPS 
 

Adult Bible Study                      Wednesdays, 4 PM 
We are working our way through the Bible, astonished at how much we are 
learning. Presently we are reading through the Psalms, worship resources which 

connect us emotionally to God. Please talk to Pastor Shawn if you are interested, 

to share topics and times that interest you. Bible study will not be held on 
December 24 and 31. 

 
Contact Pastor Shawn if you are interested in other small groups, like a book 

study or exercise group, noting whether you prefer to gather in person or online 

with other members of the church in a small group. You can reach her at 
firstuccpastor@verizon.net, church (570-385-2049), or cell (570-617-7185).  

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING REPORT 
 

On Sunday, November 23, the congregation approved the 2025 
financial report-to-date, 2025 committee reports, Consistory’s actions on the 

congregation’s behalf in the past year, and the 2026 proposed budget. Todd 
Roberts & Mike Donati were elected to serve as deacons. Bobbie Dondati, Bob 

Lee, Carole Lee, Terri Luckenbill, Penny Shade, and Peggy Zechman will 
continue to serve on Consistory. Harris Bradley, Rebecca Hillje, and Lora Yoder 

are ending their service on Consistory. Please thank them! In early 2026, the 

congregation will submit recommendations for proposed recipients of the 2025 
Kline Fund Tithe, to be selected on Sunday, February 15, at the 2026 Annual 

Financial Meeting. 
At the reorganizational meeting following the congregational meeting, 

Consistory elected Penny Shade to serve as President and Terri Luckenbill to 

serve as Vice President. 
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ANNUAL FINANCIAL CONGREGATIONAL MTG 
 

The vote for the Kline Fund Tithe is scheduled to take place Sunday, February 
15, when the final 2025 YTD Financial Report will be presented for approval.  

2025 Financial Reports will be available in the Narthex on Sunday, Feb 1, 2026.  

 

CHILDREN AND TEENS 
 

Children’s Church  
Children’s Church is offered on request during Sunday worship. Delia Edling  
shares a Bible lesson with the children, along with crafts and other activities. 

We thank Delia who faithfully teaches the children about God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit. Children’s Church will not be offered on November 30, when we 

hang the greens, and December 14, when the youth lead worship. 

 

CHURCH FUNDRAISERS 
 

Meat Bingo.  Stay tuned for 2026 Meat BINGO Dates!!  $3,765.50 was raised 

at the November 1 Meat Bingo & Basket Raffle!  Thank you to everyone who 

has donated, promoted, worked or played at our bingos. Your help is greatly 
appreciated! In 2025, $7,733.56 was raised through 2 Meat BINGOs!!   
 

Boyer’s Tag.  Boyer’s SKU Tags are available in the Narthex.  When you 

purchase groceries at Boyer’s, have your tag scanned.  Boyer’s tallies the 

readings and sends a check to the church. (No need to hand in Boyer’s receipts.) 
  

Redner’s Save-A-Tape.  Pick up a Save-A-Tape card at Redner’s and use 

it whenever you buy groceries.  Hand in your Redner’s receipts by placing them 

in the box in the Narthex.  (Please note that a volunteer is needed to add 
up all of receipts for submission to Redners.) 

 

CHURCH OFFICE UPDATES 
 

Church Office Closed:   
Wed, Dec 24 (Christmas Eve) & Thurs, Dec 25 (Christmas Day) 

Fri, Dec 26; Mon, Dec 29; Tues, Dec 30; Fri, Jan 2 (Staff Vacations) 

Wed, Dec 31 (New Year’s Eve) & Thurs, Jan 1 (New Year’s Day) 
 

Staff Vacations: 
Pastor Shawn: Fri, Dec 26 – Fri, Jan 2 

Jen:  Fri, Dec 26 – Tues, Dec 30; Fri, Jan 2 
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CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT, CAROLS & COMMUNION 
 

The Son of God 
Wednesday, December 24 - 4 PM and 7 PM 

In the Sanctuary and on Facebook 
 

A young woman, betrothed in marriage, was told she would conceive a son 
through the Holy Spirit. Announcing this miracle, the angel Gabriel told Mary, 

“The child to be born will be holy; he will be called the Son of God.” On Christmas 

Eve, we greet this miracle with astonished joy. That through the Son of God we 
are blessed to become children of God, born not of blood or flesh, but of God, 

when we believe Jesus is the Christ. Through scriptures, carols, communion, 
and candlelight, we will welcome the Holy Child into our lives once again, the 

Word who became flesh and lived among us. (John 1:12-14) 

 

COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
 

Festival of Trees, Walk In Art Center 
There’s still time to enjoy the beautifully decorated trees at the Walk In Art 
Center. Votes are $1 each and support the civic and non-profits groups who 

decorated the trees. Introduce children to the joy of giving in a fun way! 

 

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program 
This government program, known as LIHEAP, helps low-income families pay 
their heating bills. (Unfortunately, it does not cover propane.) Through April 3, 

2026, you can apply for a cash grant to help pay your heating bill. The  grant is 

a one-time payment sent directly to your utility provider or fuel company to be 
credited on your bill.  The income limit for an individual is $22,590; for a family 

of four it is $46,800. Apply at www.compass.state.pa.us for LIHEAP and more. 
Call the Schuylkill County office at 877-306-5439. 

 

EVANGELISM 
 

Expecting Guests at the First UCC Inn 
While we expect the glory of Christmas to shine in our lives during the Season 

of Advent, we can also expect guests. While people prepare for parties, wrap 

gifts, and make travel plans, the story of Jesus’ birth seeps through the external 
trappings, calling people to worship and praise. Those who have not been raised 

in a church may be curious about the real reason for Christmas celebrations. If 
you see people at church you don’t recognize, simply say hello.  When we 

welcome others with friendly warmth, they will experience the peace, hope, joy 
and love of Jesus Christ guiding them into God’s glory. 
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FELLOWSHIP 
 

Annual Christmas Party      Friday, December 5, 6:30 PM  
Call the church (570-385-2049) to let us know you are attending. Santa Claus 

will join us to give gifts to children. (Please ask about gifts for the children if you 
have not attended the party before.) Teens and adults will have a white gift 

exchange of items costing $5 or less. While the church is providing dinner, 

everyone is asked to bring a small dessert to share. If you don’t have a chance 
to sign up in advance, come anyway. We always have plenty of food. 

 

KEYSTONE CONFERENCE 
 

Keystone Conference Mission Focus: People of the Table 
People of the Table is the mission focus for the new Keystone Conference. As 

we merge from four conferences to one, our faith calls us to action. While Local 
Churches, Associations, and Historic Conferences of the United Church of Christ 

in Pennsylvania are involved in hundreds of efforts that seek to offer mercy, 

service, advocacy in the public square, building a just world for all, ending 
hunger is a goal that we all share. Across the Keystone Conference, settings of 

the church already engage in ministries to feed our neighbors: food pantries, 
community dinners, soup kitchens, food drives, neighborhood gardens, and 

political advocacy are just a few examples. We do this work because the Gospel 

mandate is clear: “Feed my sheep,” said Jesus: “I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat.” We are People of the Table, uniting around our communion 

tables and then welcoming our neighbors around our social hall tables where all 
God’s people are fed. For more information visit www.psec.org/keystone/.  

 

What is OCWM (Our Church’s Wider Mission)? 
OCWM is the name used to describe the mission work of the UCC beyond the 

local church, through conferences, national ministries, and related institutions. 
OCWM provides training for clergy and lay leaders, congregational development 

and technology for churches, resources for stewardship, funds for the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Ministry, Search and Call, Youth Ministry, and more. 

If you are interested in learning more, visit www.psec.org.  

 

Support OCWM on Giving Tuesday, December 2 
Giving Tuesday restores some balance to the flurry of buying sprees around 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday. Our Conference is part of this Giving Tuesday 

movement! Using the "Giving Tuesday" button on the PSEC Donate page 

(https://secure.myvanco.com/L-ZJ53/home), you can support Our Church's 
Wider Mission. OCWM supports mission task forces, disaster response, new 

ministries, search and call, pastor trainings, justice work, and so much more!  
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MISSION AND OUTREACH 
 

Salvation Army Angel Tree Gifts      Sunday, November 30  
Please return your Salvation Army gifts, unwrapped and with the gift card 

attached, by Sunday, November 30 (no later than Sunday, December 7). 
 

Christmas Gifts for Rosewood Veterans     Sunday, December 14 
Seventeen veterans, sixteen men and one woman, need socks (men), slipper 

socks (woman), body wash, shampoo, lotions, deodorant, and hand cream. No 

bar soap or aerosol products, please. Donations are needed by Sunday, 
December 14. Drop them in the box in the Narthex or at the church office.  
 

Family Christmas Meals       Sunday, December 21  
We will provide Christmas dinner for two local families. Sign up in worship or 

call the church office to ask about donations. The family meal donations need 
to be returned by Sunday, December 14, (December 21 at the latest) to be 

delivered the next day. Place them on the cart in the Narthex or drop them at 
the church office Monday-Friday, 9 AM to 1 PM. 
 

Undie Sunday           Sunday, January 18 
First Church’s decades-old tradition continues of collecting men’s, women’s, and 

children’s NEW underwear still in its packaging, in all sizes, to pass on to 
Servants to All, a non-profit in Pottsville working with homeless people. Place 

your donations in the marked box in the Narthex or drop at the office. 
 

Souper Bowl of Caring           Sunday, February 8 
We are combining our efforts with all Schuylkill Haven Area Council of Churches 

to support the Council’s Food Pantry. Most people meet on Super Bowl Sunday 

to watch the game and stuff our faces with tasty snacks. Many people in our 
area are unable to feed themselves, so we are asking everyone who attends 

worship on February 8 to bring a dollar (or more!) for a special collection for the 
Food Pantry as we strive to feed our neighbors in need.  

 

PROPERTY 
 

This fall, we realized the roof will need to be replaced in the next five years. As 
that will be a significant expense, we are starting a “Roof Replacement Fund” 

now. Please look for the special envelopes in the Narthex and/or mark your gifts 
“Roof Replacement Fund” when you give a gift. Thank you! 
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SOUL (SENIORS OUT TO LUNCH) 
 

All adults are welcome to join SOUL for lunch at 1 PM on the second THURSDAY 
of the month. For the winter months, SOUL will stay in the Schuylkill Haven 

area. Check with Peggy Zechman for reservations. 
Thursday, December 11 –Hoss’s, Cressona   

Thursday, January 8 – Red Lion, Pine Grove 
Thursday, February 12 – Ruby Tuesday, Pottsville 

 
SCHUYLKILL HAVEN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

 

Monthly Food Pantry          Friday, Dec 19, Jan 16 & Feb 20 
During the holidays, the Schuylkill Haven Council of Churches Food Pantry sees 

an increased need for food. Donate your favorite non-perishable holiday food to 
share with others. On the third Friday of the month, the Schuylkill Haven Council 

of Churches distributes food at their Food Pantry, located on Market Street 
behind Evans Delivery. Food is distributed from noon to 3 PM. 

Beginning January 1, 2026, the Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry will receive 

donations on site on the first three Mondays of each month (excluding holidays) 
from 8:30 to 10:30 AM.  Please note this change. If there is a need to deliver at 

another time, arrangements can be made  by contacting Bill Reber at 570-621-
8765.  Thank you for your generous, continued support!  

 

Council of Churches Meeting             Tuesday, January 27, 7 PM 

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 24 Church Road Friedensburg 

The Schuylkill Haven Council of Churches meets to coordinate its ministries with 
the monthly Food Pantry, bi-monthly Blood Bank, emergency utilities assistance, 

and community worship. You are welcome to attend, to learn more about the 
Council, and to join in community service. 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring           Sunday, February 8 
–see Mission and Outreach on page 11 

 
SERVICE CANCELLATIONS 

The last couple of winters we used an automated call service for worship 
cancellations.  Did you receive a phone call when we had to cancel worship?  If 

you didn’t, please call Jen in the church office (570-385-2049) so that our 
records can be updated with your current phone number.  Cancellation 

information will also be on the church answering machine and Facebook page. 
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STEWARDSHIP 
 

Online Giving is available!!! 
Scan the QR code. It will link you to our Vanco giving page. 

There will be several offering options to choose from 
(Regular, Communion, Compassion, etc. as well as 

conference offerings). Please contact the church office if 

you have questions. 

 
Christianbook GiveBack Program 
If you purchase books and other items online through 
Christianbook.com, you can earn 4% cash back for the 

church. Use the church’s Organization Giveback ID 
DCECJX and QR code, or link your account by texting 

GIVEBACK to 95498, registering with Organization 
Giveback ID DCECXJ or the QR code.  

 

Financial Giving to Share God’s Blessings 
A king wanted to learn which of his four daughters was wise enough to succeed 

him. He entrusted them with a special gift to tend, giving each daughter a grain 
of rice. The first daughter wrapped a golden thread around the grain of rice and 

put it in a crystal box. The second daughter kept her grain safe by storing it in 

a wooden box under her bed. The third daughter decided it look like every other 
unimportant grain of rice, so she dropped it. The fourth daughter gave her grain 

of rice serious thought until she finally decided what to do. When the king 
consulted his daughters some time later, each girl reported how she handled 

her gift. The fourth daughter said, “I realized the grain was a seed, so I planted 

it and grew more seeds. I planted them and grew more seeds and planted them. 
Come look at the results.” Outside the window, fields of rice grew as far as he 

could see, enough grain to feed their small country. The king chose her to rule… 
The Bible reminds us of God’s eternal covenant with people. We live not for 

ourselves but to serve God by planting the good news of Emmanuel, God-with-
us in Jesus Christ. God’s gift of life is found in investing in God’s priorities first, 

finding God has provided enough for us all as we invest in eternity. 

 

2026 Offering Envelopes will soon be available in the hallway next to the 

Sanctuary.  Please pick up your envelopes & those of friends and family.  If you 

are unable to attend worship, please call the church office to arrange a day for 
you to pick up your envelopes. This will save the church mailing expenses. If 

you do not find envelopes for yourself or someone else who wants envelopes, 
PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE (385-2049).   If you are unable to pick 

up your envelopes by the end of January and wish to have them mailed to you, 

please call the church office.   

 
13 



THANK YOU!! 
 

The four Blue Mountain School District nurses are grateful for the Church 
Change donation of $170.31 to meet the emergency needs of students. 

The Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry offered thanks for the dozens of food items 
donated along with a monetary gift of $328 for the Weekender Program.   

Thank you notes are posted next to the church office door. 
 

VETERANS RECOGNITION 
 

Wreaths Across America  Thursday, December 11, Noon 
The Wreaths Across America Convey will stop at St. Ambrose Roman Catholic 
Church, 201 Randall Street. The community is invited to welcome the truck 

convoy of wreaths as it travels from Maine to Arlington National Cemetery. 
Wreaths Across America asks us to REMEMBER our fallen veterans, HONOR 

those who serve, and TEACH the value of freedom. 

 

YOUTH MATTERS! 
 

After a successful fundraiser selling fudge – thank you for your support! – Youth 

Matters! members grades 5-12 are moving into Advent and Christmas activities. 
Sat., Nov. 29, 10 AM-Noon Hanging of the Greens Setup and Games 

Friday, December 5, 6:30 PM  Annual Christmas Party. Bring a 
wrapped gift appropriate for male or female, costing $5 or less, for a gift 

exchange with adults and teens, as well as dinner and a carol sing.  

Sunday, December 14, 8:45 AM Lead worship for the Third Sunday of 
Advent. Arrive at church by 8:45 AM to walk through the service together. Pastor 

Shawn will be in touch before then to ask what we want to do. 
And we need to set a date to plan for January and February! Questions? Call 

Pastor Shawn or text 570-617-7185, or email firstuccpastor@verizon.net. 

 
 

Church Christmas Party 
For All Ages 

Friday, December 5, 6:30 PM 
  

FOOD – CHRISTMAS CAROLS – SANTA 
 

Adults & teens gift exchange (bring a $5 wrapped gift) 
Santa will hand out a gift provided by parents. (Call with questions) 

Please bring a small dessert to share. 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
 

12/8- Lilly Edling (2006)   1/14- Renee Mohl (1970) 
12/9- Penny Shade   1/16- Dale Mordosky (1942) 

12/10- Kali Sonon (2015)  1/19- Kath Owens (1949)  
12/11- Treasure Reichert (1972)  1/21- Richard Rohrer (1958) 

12/16- Katie Miholics (2008)   Rich Scott (1966) 
12/18- Donna Spotts (1959)  1/23- Cindy Fisher (1957) 

12/21- Bobby Riegel (1959)  1/28- Tina Kluge (1972) 

12/23- Mary Cramer (1963)  1/30- Robbie Wensel (1991)  
12/26- Sierra Pritiskutch (1993)  1/31- Tricia (Moyer) Mentzer (1981) 

12/27- Austin Keller (1993)  2/1- Julia Kluge (2003) 
 Angela Moyer (1974)   Kristen Ludwig (1987) 

12/28- Bill Coffey   2/2- Don McCormick (1951) 

 Jacob Moyer (1995)  2/3- Peg Spotts (1940) 
12/29- Molly Marmas (2016)  2/5- Becky Devlin (1990) 

 Carrie Ann Klinger (1952) 2/9- Kyle Wingle (1995) 
 Greg Semanco (1969)  2/10- Kenneth Schaeffer (1943) 

1/1 Lisa Edling (1964)   2/11- Megan (Ditzler) Perrotta (1998) 

1/2- Bud Lopez (1950)   2/13- Mary Ann Gable 
1/4- Carol Donati (1949)   Deb McCormick (1952) 

1/6- Mary Achenbach (1936)  2/17- Keith Edling (1958) 
1/7- Cole Paul (2006)   2/18- Tim Burian (1957) 

1/11- Gary Keller (1964)    Bev Scott (1967) 
1/13- Patsy Wingle (1973)  2/20- Tracy Lang (1974) 

1/14- Scott Lopez (1970)  2/23- Ann Risser (1942) 

       

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 
 

12/22- Jay & Diane Newswanger (2001)  
1/14- Scott Lopez & Melissa Fox (2012) 
2/02- Dave & Janene Ditzler (1991) 

2/12- Kenny & Carrie Ann Klinger (1999) 

2/18- Mike & Bobbie Donati (2006) 
2/24- Glenn & Deb Spotts (1979) 
 

If we missed a birthday or anniversary, listed an incorrect date or do not have the year, 
please call the church office so that we are able to correct and/or update our records. 
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