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FIRST UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST

Serving God through Christ; Serving Others with Love
110 Route 61 South, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
PHONE - (570) 385-2049 FAX # — (570) 385-3019
CHURCH OFFICE HOURS - 9 AM - 1 PM (Monday-Friday)
EMAIL - firstuccschuylkillhaven@verizon.net
WEBSITE — www.firstucc-haven.org

Rev. Ms. Shawn D. VanDyke, Pastor
25 S. Margaretta St., Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
(570) 385-5425 firstuccpastor@verizon.net  Cell (570) 617-7185

OTHER STAFF
Music Director — Jacqueline Engel

Church Secretary & Treasurer — Jen Semanco
Church Sexton — Sue McGovern

SALUTATIONS FROM SHAWN

WORSHIP & CHILDREN’S CHURCH - Sundays, 9:30 AM

2025 CONSISTORY MEMBERS
Harris Bradley, Vice President; Bobbie Donati; Rebecca Hillje; Bob Lee; Carole
Lee; Theresa Luckenbill; Todd Roberts; Penny Shade, President; Lora Yoder; &
Peggy Zechman.

PHONE & EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS

Phone & email are the quickest and easiest ways of getting information to
church members. Please notify us of your current phone number and email.

CHURCH OFFICE DROP BOX
Reminder: a black drop box was installed to the left of the office door. This is
a locked/secure box and a safe location and contactless way for you to deliver
items outside of (or during) office hours. The box is checked daily.

SPONSORS NEEDED
This is a great way to note an important event or honor a loved one. Sponsor
the bulletin ($12), newsletter ($12), or flowers ($35). Call Jen to reserve your
date (570-385-2049). Order forms are in the Narthex.

Blessed in the Wilderness

For some time, I've concluded my letter, emails, and other correspondence with
the word, “Blessings” instead of a more traditional close like “Yours Truly” or
“Sincerely.” My hope is to remind others and, more importantly, myself that God
is blessing us every moment, even when we aren’t aware of it.

As the people of Israel wandered through the wilderness, they were filled with
fear of the unknown, of the future. Through Moses, God spoke to them
repeatedly, providing for their needs and b/essing them with manna, quail, and
water.

The prophets of the Old Testament found their message rejected by the people
of Israel, even though they spoke on behalf of God. They warned the people
that their choice to pursue evil over good was harming not only others but
themselves. Even so, the prophets would not be silenced, expounding on the
problems that were ahead but promising God’s blessings if they renewed their
faith.

In the Sermon on the Plain found in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 6, Jesus used
the word blessed to challenge and encourage. He recognized human suffering,
while also implying most suffering is self-inflicted or imposed by others. Jesus
used blessings to give hope to his listeners then and to us today, when we have
every reason to feel discouraged. With his words, he instilled the truth that we
are God’s beloved. When we love God, when we love other people, when we
love ourselves, we receive God's blessings.

Beyond the gifts we receive, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to pass on
God'’s blessings, to proclaim to people that they are also God’s beloved. As the
body of Christ at First United Church of Christ, we are called to speak words of
hope. We are called to share God's blessings through our actions. We are called
to be the blessing that we want to see in the world as we follow Jesus on the
Way through the wilderness of our lives.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Shawn

Join us Sunday, September 14, at 9 AM for fellowship in the Narthex
as we enjoy the blessings of God.
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP

OFFERING ENVELOPES

Blessed in the Wilderness

September 7 Dawn

13% Sunday after Pentecost; Communion; 9/11 Anniversary
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10-4:11 God’s Mercy Makes Jonah Angry
Luke 14: 25-33 The Cost of Discipleship
Romans 1: 1-7, 14-17 The Power of the Gospel

Spirit Sunday September 14

As we return to our fall church schedule on Sun, Sept 14, breakfast fellowship
will be available at 9 AM in the Narthex before we will move into the Sanctuary
for worship. Please invite others to join us, to know the joy of the Lord!

September 14 Restoration

14™ Sunday after Pentecost; Spirit Full Sunday; Christian Education
Amos 5: 6-24; 8: 1-6; 9: 13-15 Israel Restored

Luke 15: 1-10 The Parable of the Lost Sheep
Romans 3: 9-12, 21-30 Forgiveness through Christ

September 21 Compassion

15™ Sunday after Pentecost; Fall Newsletter Information Deadline
Hosea 1: 2-10; 11: 1-12 God’s Love for Israel

Luke 16: 1-13 The Parable of the Shrewd Manager
Romans 4: 1-5, 13-25 Abraham Justified by Faith

September 28 Good

16% Sunday after Pentecost; Grandparents Sunday;
First Communion information
Micah 3: 5-12; 6: 1-8

Luke 16: 19-31

Romans 5: 1-19

God'’s Complaint
The Rich Man and the Beggar
Faith Brings Joy

Online Giving is available!!!

Scan the QR code. It will link you to our Vanco giving page.
There will be several offering options to choose from (Regular,
Communion, Compassion, etc. as well as conference
offerings). Please contact the church office if you have
questions.

Communion & Food Pantry Donations September 7
As we come to be fed at the Lord’s Table, we remember those in our community
who have difficulty feeding themselves. Our donations of non-perishable foods
to the SH Food Pantry are much needed and appreciated.

Christian Education September 14
The future of Christianity depends on how well we know the scriptures and how
well we apply them to our lives. Our support of the Christian Education program
for all ages at First Church is crucial to our service to God.

The Compassion Fund September 21
This Special Offering is placed in an emergency fund where 90% helps church
members in need and 10% may be used for emergency community needs.

Neighbors in Need October 5
The Neighbors in Need offering supports ministries of justice and compassion,
with one-third given to the Council for American Indian Ministries and the
remaining two-thirds supporting UCC justice ministries. In 2024 the Neighbors
in Need Offering supported 26 grant recipients across the UCC who were
engaged in projects of direct service and advocacy.

If you are unable to join us for worship, please mail your offering envelopes to
First UCC, 110 Route 61 South, Schuylkill Haven PA 17972; or if you do online
banking arrange to send a check to the church.

EVIDENCE OF STEWARDSHIP

** Please note that the documenting of some monetary transfers
and payments are being done differently than past years. Monthly
Budget and itemized account information is available in the church

office for members’ viewing. **

The YTD totals for July 2025 plus a comparison to 2024 & 2023.

July 2025 July 2024 July 2023
TOTAL EXPENSES - $187,786.92  $154,022.71  $146,269.96
REVENUE — $ 46,786.92 $ 50,117.07 $ 44,533.91
Resources from Kline Fund —  $141,000.00  $135,405.00 $ 97,830.00
TOTAL REVENUE - $183,665.47  $185,522.07 $142,363.91
Gain/Loss — $ -4,121.45  $ 31,499.36 $ -3,906.05



ADULT SMALL GROUPS

CHURCH OFFICE UPDATES

Bible Study: The Book of Job Wednesdays, 4 PM
Starting Wednesday, September 3, we will begin our exploration of Job, a deeply
meaningful and richly theological book which struggles with the question, “why
do bad things happen to good people?” Talk to Pastor Shawn if you are
interested but prefer a different time or if you need a study Bible.

CHILDREN AND TEENS

Children’s Church Sundays during Worship

Children’s Church is available (nearly) every Sunday on request. Please speak
to the greeters at the front door or to Delia Edling if your child is interested.
Please thank Delia who continues to serve every Sunday as needed.

Thank you to EVERYONE

who donated to the Schuylkill United Way’s Stuff the Bus project. 13 notebooks,
36 pencils, 5 glues, 114 crayons, 48 colored pencils, 40 markers, and one
stationery set were donated to children in need.

Prayer Vigil for Children September 14 through October 19
During the annual Prayer Vigil for Children, we pray for: Children who are alone;
afraid; disabled; ill; bullied; and poor. Children coping with the impact of health
issues, including mental health needs. Children in our church and community;
this nation; and God’s world. Our youth will lead us in worship on Sunday,
October 19, as we conclude the Prayer Vigil for Children.

Preparing Children for Communion Sunday, September 28
During worship on September 28, we will talk about the sacrament of
communion. With their parents’ permission, children are invited to receive their
first communion on World Communion Sunday, October 5. At First UCC, parents
decide when their children may receive communion as they come to believe in
Jesus Christ. Children ages four through fifth grade are encouraged to
participate in Children’s Church to learn more about the Christian faith.

Church Office Closed:
Friday, August 29
Monday, September 1 (Labor Day)
Friday, September 5

Staff Medical Leave:

Jen will be out of the office beginning Monday, August 25 due to surgery. When
she’s feeling up to it she will begin working from home but hopes to return to
the office as soon as possible.

COMMUNITY OPPORTUNITIES

One Rock One Community FREE Music Festival

Saturday, September 14, 11:00 AM — 6:00 PM, 1008 Rock Rd, Pine Grove, PA
Experience the power of music and fellowship at One Rock One Community. Our
festival is for everyone who loves gospel, bluegrass, and contemporary Christian
music and wants to connect with others in our community. It is a day of FREE
fun for the whole family! A car show is also part of the day’s activities.

GriefShare, 2" & 4" Sundays, 1:30 PM, Bethesda EC Church
GriefShare is for people mourning the death of a loved one, even if that death
happened years ago. For more information call 570-739-2241.

CONFIRMATION

Confirming Our Faith . . . for Any Age!

While confirmation of faith is typically offered for young people sixth grade and
older, anyone who is interested in affirming their baptism into the Body of Christ
through the Rite of Confirmation can participate in confirmation classes. The
confirmation process is typically a two-year program including weekly worship,
weekly class September through May, serving as acolytes, and participating in
periodic church activities, but there is flexibility. If you have questions, please
talk to Pastor Shawn.




CONSISTORY

HEALTH

At the August 17 meeting, Consistory approved the minutes from the July 13
meeting, reviewed financial information, and discussed several items. A bid was
received to clean the roof which is under consideration. The pavilion shows
evidence of alcohol and drug use, so motion detector flood lights and No
Trespassing signs will be posted. Borough Day is September 27. We will have a
food stand again. A Fall Cleanup Day was set for October 11, 9-11 AM, with
indoor and outdoor projects. Plans for our Community Day on October 25 are
developing, with free activities for kids and food available at low cost. Meat
BINGO and Basket Raffle will be held Saturday, November 1.

Keys Needed

Consistory members need church keys to access the building at various times.
If you once served on Consistory or received a church key for another reason,
but no longer need it, please turn it in at the church office. Thank you!

FELLOWSHIP

Spirit Sunday September 14, 9 AM Fellowship
Gather before worship Sunday, September 14, as we return to our full fall
schedule. We look forward to catching up on summer adventures over breakfast
snacks, fruit, and beverages. Please invite friends to join us!

Schuylkill Haven Borough Day Saturday, September 27
Borough Day is much more than an opportunity to raise money to support the
church’s ministry. We also engage in community outreach, meeting our
neighbors with the possibility of welcoming them to join us in worship. At the
same time, we can visit with one another in Christian friendship. Sign up to
serve good food and enjoy great fellowship between 8 AM and 3 PM.

Care Card Coordinator Needed.

Volunteers send cards, provided by the church along with postage, to shut-ins
and on special occasions to church members. At present, only two people are
volunteering their time. A coordinator and additional volunteers are needed, or
care cards can no longer be sent.

September is National Suicide Prevention Month

There are an average of 123 suicides each day in this country. It's the tenth
leading cause of death, second leading for ages 25-34, and third leading for
ages 15-24. Find details at https://nami.org/Get-Involved. Call or text 988 to
reach the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline.

Healthier Living with Chronic Pain

Tuesdays, Sept. 9-Oct. 14, 10 AM-12:30 PM. Free 6-session chronic pain self-
management workshop on how to take charge of your chronic pain and live a
good quality of life. Family and caregivers welcome. For ages 60+. Location: 23
Meadowbrook Drive, Schuylkill Haven 17972. To register, call Diakon
Community Services at 570-624-3017 by 9/5.

Walk with Ease

Every Monday, Wednesday, Friday, Sept. 22-Oct. 31, 11 AM-Noon. Join our free
6-week indoor walking program led by a certified instructor. Crossfire Ministries
(1139 Centre Street, Asland PA 17921). To register, please contact Diakon
Community Services at 570-624-3017 by 9/17.

HOSPITALITY

Welcoming the New, and the White & Blue in God’s Pews

During fall, guests are likely to visit us for worship. With Penn State back in
session, students may join us for worship as well. God draws people into the
church, so our effort to welcome “God’s Guests” is part of Christian hospitality.
Simply say hello, smile, introduce yourself, show others where to find a bulletin
or hymnal, invite them to stay for fellowship, and welcome children to be
children (and strangers to be strange, as we all can be).

e e e s v e s sk e e sk sk e e sk vk e e sk sk ke s sk vk e s sk sk e sk sk sk e sk sk ke e sk ok de s ok sk de s sk ok ek ok e ke sk ke ek ok ek ok ke ok ok

Call the church office 570-385-2049 when:
e Someone is admitted to the hospital
(the hospitals don’t call us)

e You plan a meeting
e You are moving
e A new baby arrives or a death occurs

e  Your telephone number or address has changed

If you get the answering machine, please leave a message.
R 2220280280820 0880280 0ssssssessessssstssdsssesssssssnssdsssssstsssss s
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https://nami.org/Get-Involved
tel:988
sms:988

MEAT BINGO

MUSIC MINISTRY

SAVE THE DATE!! November 1, Meat BINGO & Basket Raffle
Doors open at 11 AM; games begin at 1 PM. The prizes will be packages of
meat. Admission is $20 which includes a game packet for the regular 20 games.
Extra game packets, specials & raffles are extra. Food and refreshments will be
available. We are also looking for helpers age 13 and older. Please call the
church office if you are able to volunteer. Profits from the bingos are placed in
the church’s general budget to be used for the everyday expenses.

PARKING: When parking for our fundraisers, we ask that all workers park in
the upper lot so the spots in the lower lot are available for our patrons.

Bell Choir Rehearsal Begins Sunday, September 14

Join the Bell Choir after worship in the Music Room, as music for fall is prepared.
If you can count, you can play the hand bells! Jacquie is inviting everyone to
join the bell choir, to praise God with a joyful noise. If you have questions about
the church’s music program, you can contact Jacquie Engel, music director, 570-
971-4195 or jengel800@gmail.com.

NEW MEMBERS WELCOME!

THIS MONTH'S MISSION

Stock the Nurses’ Pantry! Alison Luckenbill Marmas is the head school nurse
in the Blue Mountain School District. Nurses often provide emergency supplies
for students, including socks/underwear (various sizes), sweatpants (for a
change of clothes), individually packaged snacks (nothing with peanut butter)
and bottled water. Donations will be shared with all four Blue Mountain
schools. Place your donations in the marked box in the Narthex or drop them
off during office hours so the students will know that the church and God care
about them. Financial donations to the Church Change Can will also support the
Nurses’ Pantry.

New Members Welcome

If you are interested in joining the church as a member, please talk to Pastor
Shawn. Pastor Shawn will meet with you to talk about any questions you might
have and to explore ways in which you can participate in the life of the church.

PENNSYLVANIA SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE

MISSION

Schuylkill Hope Center for Victims of Domestic Violence
Schuylkill Women in Crisis has a new name, Schuylkill Hope Center, to remove
obstacles for those in need of free and confidential services regardless of
gender. The Center’'s 24-Hour hotline is 800-282-0634 or text HOPELINE to
20121 Monday through Friday, 9 AM to 5 PM.

Love Your Neighbor: Take A Walk

Several organizations devoted to church growth and health propose it all starts
with a walk. As we walk around our neighborhood, we can pray for the people
in each home, asking God to guide them. We can also observe the
neighborhood, looking for signs regarding community needs. Through a simple
walk, we can become aware of God guiding us into service, as we love our
neighbors as ourselves.
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35t General Synod Approves Keystone Conference.

By a vote of 98%, Synod delegates approved the realignment of boundaries
from four to one Pennsylvania conference at the July Synod. This moment
follows several years of faithful discernment, courageous conversation, and a
shared vision for the future of our ministry in Pennsylvania. Together, we have
dared to believe that God is still speaking and calling us into something new.
The creation of the Keystone Conference is a bold witness to our commitment
to covenant, collaboration, and the continuing call of the Holy Spirit.

Five for Five Offering Thank You

The Church received a thank you note from the Pennsylvania SE Conference
Office to everyone who donates to the Five Special Offerings of the UCC,
supporting the ministry of the PSEC.

From the Addiction and Recovery Taskforce: Free Narcan

Narcan is not just for addicts and opioid drug users. People who take opioid pain
medication regularly should have it on hand in case of an accidental overdose.
Households with both opioid pain medication and children should have Narcan
available since little hands get into everything. Narcan has an extended shelf-
life of 3-4 years. Don't throw it out as it may still save a life. You can have
Narcan delivered free of charge to your door in an unmarked package. Visit the
Next Distro Website at nextdistro.org/pennsylvania.
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SCHUYLKILL CHORAL SOCIETY MONDAYS

SOCIAL MEDIA

Schuylkill Choral Society Practice Begins Monday, September 8
Schuylkill Choral Society returns for another year renting First UCC facilities.
They rehearse Monday evenings, so we will see a full parking lot on an evening
when the building used to sit empty. Every Monday, they will use half of the
Fellowship Hall, setting up and tearing down the chairs they need each week.
Their rehearsal piano and equipment are in the Fellowship Hall as well. The first
year of our collaboration went well. Since sharing the church building with
another organization requires clear communication, Consistory and Pastor
Shawn welcome your questions, observations, and concerns.

Online Scams

Learn about recent scams and how to recognize the warning signs. Read the
FTC’s most recent alerts or browse scams by topic.
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/features/scam-alerts

Protecting Your Child’s Privacy Online

The Children’s Online Privacy Protection Act, enforced by the Federal Trade
Commission, requires that a site or service receives parental consent before
collecting personal information from children under thirteen. Visit
https://www.consumer.ftc.gov/articles/0031 for details.

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

SOUL (SENIORS OUT TO LUNCH)

Blood Mobile Thursday, September 18, 1-6 PM
Jerusalem Lutheran Church, 252 Dock Street

There’s a 97% chance you know someone who has needed a blood transfusion.
As the Bible makes clear, blood is life. (Leviticus 17:14) One pint of blood can
save three lives. Walk-ins are welcome.

Monthly Food Pantry Friday, September 19
Food or monetary donations are needed to feed people in 170-180 households
in our area who receive food every month through the Council of Churches Food
Pantry. Food is distributed on the third Friday of each month at the Food Pantry,
located on Market Street behind Evans Delivery.

Council of Churches Meeting Tuesday, September 23, 7 PM

St. Ambrose RC Church, 201 Randel Street

Meetings are open to all church members. The Council of Churches offers a
monthly food pantry, sponsors a bi-monthly blood bank, and provides
emergency assistance for homelessness and utilities. First Church needs two lay
representatives to serve on the Council. Talk to Pastor Shawn if you are
interested in community ministry.
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All adults are welcome to join SOUL for lunch at 1 PM on the second THURSDAY
of the month. Check Sunday worship bulletins for additional details. Check with
Peggy Zechman for reservations.

Thursday, September 11 — Fairlane Diner (formerly Friendly’s)

STEWARDSHIP OF MONEY, TALENT, & TIME

Boyer’s Tag

Boyer’s SKU Tags are available in the Narthex. When you purchase groceries
at Boyer’s, have your tag scanned. Boyer’s tallies the readings and sends a
check to the church. (No need to hand in Boyer’s receipts.)

Redner’s Save-A-Tape
Pick up a Save-A-Tape card at Redner’s and use it whenever you buy groceries.
Hand in your Redner’s receipts by placing them in the box in the Narthex.
(Please note that a volunteer is needed to add up all of receipts for
submission to Redners.)

THANK YOU NOTES

Thank you notes were received from the Schuylkill Haven Council of Churches
with gratitude for your continued financial donations and from homebound
church members who appreciate your cards and care. The notes are posted on
a bulletin board next to the church office.
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STEWARDSHIP

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!!

Why Should We Give? To Give the Blessings We Have Received
If we believe Jesus’ teaching that God is with us, that God loves us and cares
for us in ways beyond our understanding, we know we are blessed. Giving is an
easy decision to share that blessing.

Genesis 15:6-11 records Abrham'’s willingness to give valued animals to God,
trusting what he gives away will be returned.

Nahum 1:11-15 records the prophet's charge to people saved from an
oppressive enemy. “Celebrate and give God what you promised.”

1 Timothy 6:17-19 instructs wealthy people to trust not in riches but in “*God
who richly provides us with everything.” Sharing those blessings amounts to
storing treasure in a life that really is life.

Jesus added to his list of blessings in Luke 6:20-23 noting, “If you love those
who love you, what credit is that to you? If you do good to those who do good
to you, what credit is that to you? Love your enemies, do good, and give,
expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great” as we are blessed to be
a blessing to God’s people.

-from Full Disclosure: Everything the Bible Says about Financial Giving by Herb Miller

Digital Sign Update

At a special congregational meeting on June 8, the congregation voted to
upgrade the digital sign on Route 61 to full color with improved clarity at a cost
of $25,419.50. Gifts have been received totaling $22,529. Your special gift in
any amount is needed to cover the remaining $2890.82. With a little help from
everyone, we can cover this difference to welcome the new sign to serve the
community in early October.

9/2- Heather Corby (1980)

Dwayne Reichert Jr. (2005)

Tom Stewart Jr. (1974)
9/3- Suzanne Schrader (1943)
9/6- John Pritiskutch (1961)
9/8- George Rondeau (1961)
9/9- Bill Corby (1970)

Mary Stewart (1978)
9/10- Helen Kimmel (1963)
9/13- Brian Harp (1963)
9/14- Sean Spotts (1993)

9/15- Becky Klimas (1983)
9/18- Braylon Ludwig (2012)
9/19- Rusty Searle (1955)
Pastor Shawn (1958)
9/21- Jim Haeseler (1972)
9/25- Kinsley Donati (2024)
9/26- Grayson Fessler (2008)
Marcia Harp (1964)
9/28- Franklin Donati (2017)
9/29- Corey Mentzer (1981)

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!!

YOUTH MATTERS!

To reach all youth in the church grades 5-12, we are using newsletters,
worship bulletins, email, texts, and postcards. If you do not receive
information about youth activities, please contact the church office to be
added to the communication list.

Sunday, September 14 (tentative) Planning and food after worship.
Saturday, September 27 Borough Day: sign up to help sell food
Saturday, October 4, 10-Noon Make fudge to sell as a fund raiser
Saturday, October 25 Community Day: help with kid activities!
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9/12- Brandon & Becky Devlin (2015) 9/18- Brandon & Shelby Donati (*21)
9/12- Bob & Carole Lee (1997) 9/20- Harris & Joan Bradley (1969)
9/13- Josh & Kiara Semanco (2024) 9/26- Brian & Marcia Harp (1998)

If we missed a birthday or anniversary, listed an incorrect date or do not have the year,
please call the church office so that we are able to correct and/or update our records.

SAVE THE DATE!!

Fall Cleanup Day, Saturday, October 11, 9-11 AM
Schuylkill Association Fall Meeting, Sunday, October 19, 2:30 PM registration
Community Day, Saturday, October 25
Meat BINGO and Basket Raffle, Saturday, November 1
PSEC Final Meeting, Saturday, November 8, St. Paul's UCC Amityville
Potato Filling Cooking, Saturday, November 22, 8 AM-Noon
Annual Christmas Party, Friday, December 5, 6:30 PM




